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JOHMJVIA, LIrifcfllA, 


WEST AP;.IW.. 


Fy Lo d, 


I h >,ve the honour to report that ^resident 


King delivered tie annual to the Liberian 

Legislature on. the 13 th instant, 

2* Jtter the usual reference to satisfactory 
off icial relatione with foreign states , the President 
launched Into : denunciation of a French writer, 
honsieur Delafosse, wi o was formerly French Consul here 

jr JP* i » * 1 ; ' " f 

<md who recently ./rote an article, in the French 
*D 6 p£olie Colonials* drawing a tie lit ion to the great 
progress made by the Germans in th* development of u.eir 
post-war interests In Liberia, The . ara f .raph complained 

of was one in which the writer remarked that the 
activities of the uenaan firms were not solely commercial 
but lad cl so a political side. Hit they sought it win 
for Germany tl >; support of Liberian officials and 
legislators and tl t for this purpose they spared 
neither 'Money nor personal attentions. 

3, The President denied that the Liberian Govern¬ 
ment )ad in any wa5* inclined to the support of German 
interests tnd emphasised the feet t}*&t on tie contrary 
they had rejected German overtures for a new commercial 
treaty, so tuat Gerc.uns resided and traded in Liberia 

4 

on sufft :aiioe only. FlnC6 it Is an open secret that 

the local German firme were compelled to subscribe to 
the President*© campaign fund b during the recent election. 


under 


His iiajesty^s 

Principal 8 caret a y of Btati 


for For^ifn Affairs 


■ 







under threats of deportation i his apparently tactless 
retarke in this cunnecUun doubtless had a sj eolal 
significance fo^* tv oerm&ne wh were present, 

4, . , Kinj eulogised the efforts which il^e bemne 

l ad put forth and to which he attributed the progress made 
by them, whilst e commented unfavoursbly on ti e neglect 
of t! ?■ hr it lei and French merchants to take advantage of the 
enforced beenoe of the oernans during the war to develop 
anc increase their interests in l&berla. It is quite 
t rue 11 at t i e Prench ave iu ver prttended to take a 
commercial interest in Via country, but the stricture 
was 1 ardly justifiable s '"egerda the Jrltisl end curl:>usly 
inconsistent with, a lei er assage of the address In w< icr 
the Legislature were exhorted to r&pe&I the various enact- 

i 

ments wldch r, t present deter foreigners fron investing 
money in Libe,la. 

5, This part of V.e .essage almost conveyed the 
i npressl ?n t t it ad been eubsidised, which is by no 
means improbable, since I understand on good authority tint 
not only individual Liberian officials but even tv Liberian 
3ovf mment them a elves are • esvily indebted to Oerm&n firms, 

6, though the general state of affairs in the interior 
was ri^Ebribed as belug favourable) it was stated that, owing 
io the tmeuient attitude of a certain “small tribe ' 1 towards 

*s 

its neighbours, it had been necessary to order a ''peaceful 
demonstration* by five hundred f e Frontier Force* 

ie would c institute &cuut vwo—ti irds of the dispose ole 
Strength of the Force and such a concentration would seen 
d 1 a pro port lon&te to ibe purpose for which it is alleged to 
be required and rather to portend one of the periodical 
"wars" in the Liberian interior* 





7 * It is perhaps significant ti.it, though 
. * Delafoape was singled out for special denunciation 
wl list t) was a general reference to "ill-informed 

h nd :s:..licious foreigners who, after a fe,> days * residence 
in Liberia s return tu the ir homes and write scurrilous 
recounts of conditions in the republic", no mention 
whatever was road# of “The alack epublic", the recently 
publis 1 ed posthumous work by j*i% K, F, Reeve which 

cont -'4np e far graver Indiotmt nt of the Liberian 
arminlstration of t. interior and its indigenous 
population .than has. I believe, ever been published 
hitherto, 

8, The Legislature were invited to enact r Is 
providing drastic punis! meat for persons who should 

utter defamatory statements respecting the Resident 

i i " *ro lh .efv' q * a ? * : *- - • j ■ > 

or other high officers ui* the State, this protection 

: • P ■ # : . 1-iV - 1 ht 

bein^ ceuiunded in view of tit methods employee by the 

opposition party at t t recent election. Since exper¬ 
ience see os to e ow t■ at t* e Liberian Oove^maient 
rrpi-rc s riefamatory or even seditious any serious 
criticism of tl elr vm -olLey and conduct of public 
affairs ae compared with those advocated by t.eif 
political opponents, the reposed law, if passed, will 

doubtless be used to ©trenct n t e political position 
of President vlng and Lis party. 

9* besides the aimual reonnife .dution for the reperl 

of the existing debt raid homestead laws vbj.c; enable 

* 

Liberians t defraud their f>rfl t Ts creditors, legis 
1 at ion was also proposed to put t stop to the activities 
of a number f Liberiene who practice u^an t e trebuilt, 
of foreign nerch&:.ts by circularising them under assumed 
m mes , which usually take the fora limited liability 
companies, and frequently suooeed in obtaining toads 
without payment, The most notorious >f these swindlers 
is the c: ief of the Liberian Detective Corps -ho as 
f r years ast been permitted to carry on - in admitted 


contrav ntion 






{ ±.) 


contravention of tv e loo*: 1 lav - t series of bogue companies, 
by neans of which he hat* successfully perpetrated numerous 
frauds n foreigners of severe 1 nationalities, and whom the 
local euf orltiee dare not even deprive of Ids office* much 

leep v ^ecule, owing t his capacity for blackball. 

10 * The .emedles suk. rested by the President were 

v te ii..d appeared wholly inadequate to deal effectively 

it: t' e abuse In nest ion which, is tue inevi table ^esult of 

the habitual cirl xlinatl n and in some csaes fear, of the 
* 

Liberian a .vernnent to inflict rxe.piety punishment 
.mertco-Ltberlans, The scond; l^us activities of the 
chief of the detective Corps have, however, recently proved 
embarrassing to the uovernment owing to representations 
mad- by V Is Office and tJ ^ ice* 1 me r loan Lego lion and it 
was accordingly deeded desirable that some profession of die- 
approval should be ai de in the course of the message- 

11* T 1 t Le vislature were ret nested to ratify the 

. . 

Depositary ‘.greement between the ^overmannt and the Bank 
of British eat Africa, Ltd., which ..as signed on November 

?9th last and of w'.lc 1, *« copy vae forura rded under cuver of 
my dp spate) .‘To. 1^1 of ■ c ^Otl ultimo. 

I ?, .* large art of the speech ms devoted to‘the 

recitation of a mre-g of statistic*; some of wi-ioL, relating to 
t: e C p torts Ei ct iwrship, .have already ten printed*aiid 

were forwarded as t r. enclosure .■■1th my despatch * 1^5 
of the IPt) instant, 

I lieve tic honour to be, 
ky Lord, 

Viltli gre: t truth and respect, 

four Lordship*a most oboelent 
humble -t.rvti.nt, 


(f 


Acting British Cl.arg# d 1 Affaires 
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August P“rd, 19?^ 
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T hFT APHXCA 


3 .y Lord , 


hiti. reference to pera^raphE i and ? of *.:r. 


Shepherd 1 & secret d Dputcl; No. 1 A 1 of December 28 th 
last, I |mve the honour to transit herewith a oopy of 
the egsage of the President of this '.eoubllc, cosanun- 
ioated to the Legislature y n December 19th last, 

2, .part fro 1 tie mare or lees formal remarks 
on foreign relations and comments on the improved 
administration of the assigned revenues, the following 
points would appear to concern oritish interests either 
directly or potentially:- 1 

Page ^ - ,ngla~Liberian F on tier. 

FInoe> ro far r this Legation is aware, no repres¬ 
entative of ti e GoveiTUient of Sierra Leone co-operated 
with h , Daves in his survey of this frontier, the ex¬ 
tent to which he can have"clearer up ill rJubts M as to 
tie position of certain towns with relation to the 
boundary vould seen to be at least questloneble* 

Pages 12-13 - Department of Justice, 

. r. flepherd's re pres ntatione of ~*arch 2 7 th (errors 

■ 

eouely e scribed as ji ..arc; 7t:J w re -an de in accord an Of 
with the instructions contained in i..r, Fperling's d &p-*h 
etch Jo, 16 (A 1301/718/24) of .^;roh 2nd, 1922, and were 
und >ubtsdly instrumental in bringing eb ut ti e "correction 
by the Supreme court of the pal cable errors mad by the 
lower court* in the case of Jibson versus lea era, T t E, 
oodin i- Co * P and the President's somewhat naive reffia Ks 

seen almost to amount to an adaissiun that forei L mers 


I.is Uajesty's 

Principal Becretary i.f Ft t for Foreign affaire 
L ndon. P / .1 . 


can 



can hardly expect to obtain justice except in the Supreme 
Court. 

Pages 30“31 - Lawa respecting Imbezzleaent and Debt, 

Notwithstanding t: e strong remarks of the President in 
this connection r the ::ly actlcn that the Legislature could 
oe induced to take was the repeal of the existing law on 
: ibez Element and the substitution of an Act making this 
offenoe punlsl.abla with* fine and imprisonment tip to two 
years. The law on debt mains unaltered, probably 
because - ny cl.pnpe in tie desired direction ulr , ve 
unpleasant personal effects must of the legisl*.tjra, 
ages ^5^36 - Failure of the ..merloo-Ll oerimn uuua Plan, 

If the eight points outlined on page 36 as the pro** 
ramme of legislation designed to 2 eet the situation 
create^ by the ^allure of the hisrlCo-Liberlan Loan Plan, 

action has only so far been taken rith regard to Hob. 

1, 2, 5 7* No, i has already formed the subject 

i 

f representations on the part of his. 1 jesty's Government, 
No* 4 creates the misleading impression tliat the sum of 
£140,000,00 ie actually available, whereas it represents 
face value of bonds which liave not yet been sold and 
ti e ?al e of which right prove a matter of some difficulty 
the ) r« rent Juncture of l iberlan affairs, No. 6 is, 
of course, intended solely c means of imposing furt her 
t xation un foreign inte,tot: but it is doubtful whether 
t r imposition such a tax v/^uld bring la mol revenue. 

No. 8 would be likely seriously to affect the oahk of 
British heat Africa's operations in this country and would 
ubtless result in an increase In the already .igitrates 
e &rged f jt remittances to other countries, 

I have the h nour to be, 
hy Lord p 

Ith gr*&t truth ^und respect, 

Your Lords-ip'r ^tost obedient, humble Servant 







